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On this he sits, to that he leans his ear.
And hears the various vows of fond mankind;
Some beg an eastern, some a western wind:
All vain petitions, mounting to the sky,
With reams abundant this abode supply;                    90
Arnus'd he reads, and then returns the bills
Sign'd with that Ichor which from Gods distils.
In office here fair Cloacina stands.
And ministers to Jove with purest hands.
Forth from the heap she pick'd her Vot'ry's pray'r,      95
And plac'd it next him, a distinction rare!
Oft had the Goddess heard her servant's call,
From her black grottos near the Temple-wall,
Listening delighted to the jest unclean
Of link-boys vile, and watermen obscene;                  i oo
Where as he fish'd her nether realms for Wit,
She oft had favour'd him, and favours yet.
Renew'd by ordure's sympathetic force,
As oiPd with magic juices for the course,
Vigorous he rises; from th5 effluvia strong                   105
Imbibes new life, and scours and stinks along;
Re-passes Lin tot, vindicates the race,
Nor heeds the brown dishonours of his face.
And now the victor stretch9d his eager hand
Where the tali Nothing stood, or seem'd to stand;       i ia
A shapeless shade, it melted from his sight,
Like forms in clouds, or visions of the night.
92.  <A ii 88>.
93.  Cloacina <A ii 8g>.
98. black grottos <Coal wharves on the Thames, or in Fleet Ditch>.
99-100. <This admirable couplet belonged to an earlier stage in the com-
position of the poem. It appears in the EG MS. with a slight variation in the
first line. See EG iv a8o.>
101.  Where as he fish*d, &c. <A ii gs>.
104. As oil'd with magic juices <A ii 96^.
108. the brown dishonours <A ii ioo>.
in.. A shapeless shade, &c. <A ii io$>.